
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 
  

 

  
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

FAQ: College 
Entrance Exams 

GENERAL 
What are college entrance exams? These tests 
are designed to measure students’ skills and help 
colleges evaluate how ready you are for college-
level work. The SAT® and ACT are both accepted by 
nearly all colleges and universities. 

Do all colleges require a college entrance exam 
as part of the application process? Most four-year 
institutions require a college entrance exam score. 
The ones that do not require these scores will 
indicate that in their admission policies. 

What other tests may be recommended or required? 
Some colleges may require SAT Subject Tests™ as 
part of the admission application, for application to 
certain majors, or for course placement. 

How many times should a college entrance exam be 
taken?  Most students take a college entrance exam 
twice—once in the spring of the junior year and 
once at the beginning of the senior year. 

SCORES 
How do colleges use test scores?They are used to 
apply a common standard for all students no matter 
where they went to high school. Colleges look at 
your test scores, along with your high school grades 
and courses, to see how well prepared you are for 
college-level work. 

Does a college receive all scores from every college 
entrance exam you’ve taken? Some colleges 
will allow you to select which scores you would 
like considered for admission and others might 
have specific instructions about which scores get 
reported. This information, along with how they 
require them to be sent, will be included in their 
application guidelines. 

PREPARING 
What is the best way to prepare for a college 
entrance exam?The best way to prepare is to work 
hard both inside and outside the classroom. Take 
challenging courses, study hard, and read and write 
as much as you can. 

What are other ways to prepare for the tests? 

� Know what to expect. Being familiar with the test’s 
format is the single best way to prepare for that test. Go 
to the testing organization’s website to get familiar with 
the various test sections and the instructions for each 
part. 

� Take preliminary tests. These tests (such as the PSATTM 

8/9, PSATTM 10, and PSAT/NMSQT®) are meant to be 
taken in the sophomore or junior year and have the 
same format and question types as the admission tests. 
You can use your score reports to help identify specific 
areas you need to focus on. 

� Practice, practice, practice. Students can use Khan 
Academy® to practice for the SAT for free with a world-
class platform offering personalized and instructional 
content. Using free resources like Khan Academy and 
practice tests from the testing organizations’ websites, 
you can discover your strengths and weaknesses and 
learn how to manage your time wisely during the test. 
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